	






	Bell may ring at different times 

Dist. 15 reviews start  of day for each school 

By Chad Brooks
Daily Herald Staff Writer
Posted Thursday, January 25, 2007 

The start of the school day could be changing for students in Palatine Township Elementary District 15. 

The District 15 school board Wednesday reviewed an initial proposal for a permanent starting time for each school, as opposed to the rotating start times currently used. 

“We are trying to find a permanent solution, so we don’t have to flip schools from year to year, in a fiscally responsible manner,” said Superintendent Robert McKanna. 

While in some districts all schools start at the same time, because of the number of students and buses, District 15 uses a four-tier system, with schools starting at 7:55, 8:30 and 9:10 a.m. District 15 also buses parochial students to school. These schools start at 7:15 a.m. 

On a daily basis, the district’s transportation department serves 10,500 students on 138 buses. 

In the past the district has flipped the starting times about every three years, so the early schools would start late and vice versa; however, McKanna said that has not happened for the past four or five years. 

On Wednesday, school board members got a look at one proposal being considered, which would have all schools start at either 7:45 or 8:45 a.m. 

However, Kevin Nohelty, the district’s assistant superintendent for business and auxiliary services, stressed this is just one option being considered. 

Nohelty said his goal is to have as many choices as possible for the board to consider when it makes a final decision. The final decision is expected to come during its Feb. 28 meeting. 

With the district still waiting on results of a recently conducted transportation study and a final decision on which direction to go needed by the end of next month, school board President Nancy Lee Carlson said she wants time to make a rational decision and would prefer to not rush into anything. 
“I don’t think we should be doing this for the upcoming (school) year,” Carlson said. 

School board member Wendy Rowden disagreed, saying they have known this issue was coming for the past year and that it is unfair to keep putting parents through this anxiety-filled process. 

“I don’t want to postpone this decision,” Rowden said. “It isn’t something we are rushing into.” 

Several parents from Paddock Elementary School were on hand to speak out  against the proposed 45-minute gap between the current starting time and the new time at their school. 

Once the district has more options to consider, officials said they plan on putting that information on its Web site, www.ccsd15.net, as well as sending letters home with students as a way to keep parents informed. 
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