Qut of Level Math Committee Meeting - Decenber 7, 2006

Jenny Garci a- Macko (Coordinator for Textbook Adoption Support) led the
Qut of Level Math Committee during this session with approximtely 30
attendees. (Garcia-Macko shared a |ot of information gathered by the
adm nistration, including current off Level Math classes and matrices,
current math placenment possibilities in D214 and D211, current off-

| evel math progranms in other districts, and nore.

Current Of-Level Math d asses and Matrices

Matrices fromfour schools were shared (Pleasant HIIl, TJ, Witeley,
and Lake Louise) as well as the District matrix for placing into 7'"
grade math (new and in use in all schools this year). D15 schools have
a variety of out of level math prograns, with the only consistent out-
of -1 evel programbeing in 6'" grade (the district has required all
schools to provide out-of-level math instruction for 6th grade, using
three levels of math texts: MCL for regular math, M2 for out-of-|evel
mat h, and MC3 for gifted math).

Below is a summary of current out-of-level math instruction at
different schools around the district (no schools currently have out-
of -l evel math instruction prograns for G ades K-2):

Current Qut-of-Level Math Instruction - Gades K-6

School I nstruction

G ade 3 G ade 4 G ade 5 G ade 6
Jane Addans G. 3 Basal, G. 4 Basal G . 5 Basal MBC- 2

Mat h Exp
*Central Road No No MG 1 MBC- 2
Kinball HII No No No MSC- 2
*Hunting Ridge | E Math G. 4 [E Math G. 5 |E Math G. 6 MSC- 2/ MBC- 3
*TJ No No MSC- 1 MSC- 2

*Marion Jordan | E Math G. 4 |E Math G. 5 [E Math G. 6 MsC- 2

Lake Loui se No No No MSC- 2
Li ncol n No No No MBC- 2
Paddock No No No MBC- 2
Pleasant HII |E Math G. 3 |E Math G. 4 E Math G. 5 MBC- 2
*Sanbor n No No E Math G. 5 MBC- 2
Wi t el ey No Yes Yes MSC- 2
Virginia Lake | No No No MSC- 2
W1 I ow Bend No No No MSC- 2
W nston-El em | No No No MBC- 2

Math Exp = Math Expressions

E Math = Everyday Math

MG 1 M ddl e School Course 1, Grade 6
MSC- 2 M ddl e School Course 2, Grade 7

*Gfted 5/6 site




Current Qut-of-Level Math Instruction — Gades 7-8

School Mat ri x G ade 7 G ade 8 Mat ri x G ade 7 G ade 8
Criteria | Book Book Criteria Book Book
Pl um 9-17 Al gebra A Al gebra 1| 18+ Algebra 1 | Adv. Al gebra
G ove
Sandburg | 9-17 Al gebra A Al gebra 1 | 18+ Al gebra 1 Adv. Al gebra
Sundling | 9-17 Al gebra A Al gebra 18+ Al gebra 1 Al gebra 1&2
G assic
Wnston | 9-17 Al gebra A Al gebr a 18+ Algebra 1 | Algebra 1
Cl assi c (ch1-6) (ch 7-13)

Al gebra A = Pre-Al gebra by McDougal Littell

Al gebra dassic = dassic Al gebra Book by MDougal Littell

Algebra 1 = Algebra 1 by MDougal Littell

Adv. Al gebra = Advanced Topics, Algebra 1-Structure and Met hod: The
C assic by McDougal Littell

Al gebra 1& = Laidlaw Algebra | and Prentice-Hall Al gebra Il

At t endees had concerns about repeating texts fromout-of-level math
instruction in 6'" grade to the 7'"/ 8" grade curriculum if matrix does
not appropriately place the child. Mary Zarr explained that 7'"/ 8"
grade is set for now, as all the 6'" grade cl asses have been aligned for
out-of-level math instruction. She enphasized that the conmittee

shoul d be conming up with the overall direction and requirenents for our
out-of-level math program that she and the adm nistration can devel op
the appropriate matrices, curriculumand materials.

Pl acing i nto H gh School WMath

The admini stration shared EXPLORE Math Scores (taken in 8'" grade) for
students going into D211 (2008, 2009 and 2010 cl asses). EXPLORE WMath
scores al one determ ne placenment into high school math cl asses.
District 15 class averaged scores ranged from17.5 — 17.9. Students
scoring 15-18 are placed in ML17 Al gebra, so on average students from
D15 are placing into ML17 Al gebra as freshmen. ML17 Al gebra is

foll owed by M217 (Geonetry) or M218 (Acc. Geonetry) in the sophonore
year. Students who score 19-22 on the EXPLORE Math test are placed in
M217 (Ceometry) directly, and students who score 23-25 are placed in
M218 (Acc. Ceonetry) directly as freshmen. For students who do not
place into a class based on their EXPLORE score, they still have the
option to take that class via teacher recomendati on or parental

wai ver. Attendees asked the administration to | ook at the test scores
of schools that have out-of-level math prograns. Attendees asked if
D211 can bus kids to the high school from8'" grade for geonetry, as is
done in D214 (for al gebra).

Qut-of-Level Math prograns in other Districts

Qher districts are also reviewing their progranms, due to the new
standards. Oten, in other districts, there is no separate “out of

| evel” program— just “gifted” and “regular” ed. Districts that do
have “out of level” often start in 5'" grade. Attendees asked how many
kids we have in our out-of-level prograns. Mary Zarr enphasi zed t hat
even if we only have one child that needs out-of-level math
instruction, that that child shoul d be acconmbdated (not necessarily
with his own teacher/classroom but with some kind of instruction).
Mary Zarr shared information fromthe Just 4 Kids website

(www. j ust 4ki ds. org) about their Illinois Best Practice Study of




el ementary and middl e schools. This study investigated the practices
of schools that consistently outperformtheir peers —in lIllinois, 9

hi gher performng mddle schools and 17 hi gher perform ng el enentary
school s were investigated. They found best practices along 5 thenes:
1) Curriculumand Acadenic Goals; 2) Staff Selection and Leadership; 3)
Instructional Prograns; 4) Mnitoring, using Data; and 5) Recognition
and | ntervention.

Honmewor k

The attendees homework was to review all the data given. The DO
honmework was to continue to identify districts with out-of-level math
prograns, bring in panels fromother schools that have one. Attendees
asked the adnministration to interview children who have graduated from
D15 and ask what they think of the program Attendees discussed that
the program needs to be flexible to accommodate the needs of the kids.
Mary Zarr enphasi zed that she will have to create roomin her budget
for these program changes, even if the Board does not authorize any
additional funds. She said the purpose of this programis not to raise
test scores, but to provide challenge for children that need it. Mary
enphasi zed that the conmttee's task is to determ ne what kind of
programwe want for district 15.

The next neeting is Jan 4'M



