Pleasant Hill PTA Meeting Minutes  
October 21st, 2008 7:00PM



Welcome and Introductions
Margo Ban welcomed all new attendees and asked everyone present to introduce themselves.

Legislation (Sherri Lamerand)
· A pamphlet is available regarding the pros/cons of reviewing/redoing the Illinois constitution.  More information regarding this matter will be available in the next newsletter.  

· Please vote on Tuesday, November 4th.

Treasurer Report (Kim Radochonski)

·  Total Balance On Hand: $30,304
President’s Report (Margo Ban)

Margo presented notes from the President’s Meeting:

· Class size is still an issue at some District 15 schools.  Several representatives from Lake Louise school raised their concerns with the current situation.  

· Good anti bullying presentation from Gabe & Izzy.  Unfortunately, the night presentation was not very well attended.  Please try to take advantage of these presentations…they’re free.
· Anyone who would like to order any Halloween supplies from Oriental Trading, please contact Sheila Cassato at sheila.cassato@comcast.net within the next couple of days.
· We have extra juice left over from Dads & Donuts.  If anyone would like some apple or orange juice for their classroom Halloween parties, please contact Misty McGlynn in the lunch room.
· Next President’s Meeting is on Monday, November 17th.  Feel free to attend.

Cultural Arts (Carol Hansen, Report Given by Margo Ban)
·  Next assembly is Friday, October 31st – Presidential Trivia Game Show.

Make A Difference (Judy Benka, Report given by Margo Ban)
· Still collecting gently used books for the “Book Worm Angels”, a non-profit organization founded to help children in underachieving Chicago Public Schools strengthen their reading skills.  Donated books will also be given to our bilingual students at their Parent-Teacher Conferences.  We will be collecting books until Friday, October 24th.
· If anyone would like to donate any extra Halloween candy, we will be collecting candy starting November 3rd.  All candy will be donated to the troops and sent overseas.
Principal’s Report (Mr. Palcer)

· Thank you to all those who helped with the Dads and Donuts…having two mornings instead of one really worked out well.
· Thank you to all those who helped out with the Get Smart @ PH Fundraiser.  A great time was had by all who attended.  Once the paperwork has been filled out and the Board of Education accepts the gift, we will be purchasing 18 SmartBoards this year for Pleasant Hill.
· Roof Update:  Bid has been accepted.  We have a meeting with the contractor on Wednesday, October 22nd to discuss the actual start date and logistics.  We are hoping to start on Monday, October 27th.  Notification will be sent home as soon as the details are finalized.

· Lock Down Drill will take place on Wednesday, November 5th.  All children and teachers will practice being locked in their classrooms.  No one will be allowed to open the classrooms doors until a policeman arrives.  Drill usually takes about 15-20 minutes.  Safety is the main focus during this lockdown practice.  If any parents will be in the building volunteering during the drill, you will be asked to stay in the classroom with the class so please don’t be alarmed.
· Halloween Parties:  No costumes with blood or weapons, no costumes which are too scary, no costumes which show too much bare skin.  Please watch the sugar intake with the party treats and no peanuts please.
· ISAT Results: 
       Spring 2008 
     Grade 3-6    

      96% Meets or Exceeds in Reading 

                97.5% Meets or Exceeds in Math

     Grade 4 Only     
                  97% Meets or Exceeds in Science


     Grade 5 

                  84% Meets or Exceeds in Writing
               

               Grade 6   

                 90% Meets or Exceed in Writing
Results show that students, staff, and parents worked hard.  We made great strides in the writing area, but we still can improve.  

·  A MAP-ISAT correlation study was conducted this summer.  The study concluded there is a strong correlation between the two tests.  The data showed that if a child showed signs of having trouble on the MAP tests (conducted 3 times per year – fall, winter, spring), they also had trouble on the ISAT test.  The MAP tests seem to be a very good indicator as to if a child is having trouble.    
· We are currently working on a PDSA (Plan-Do-Study-Act) to improve our student’s writing.  Last year we conducted a book study of the “6+1 Traits of Writing”.  We concluded that this was a useful book for teaching and we would like to start implementing these traits into the school.  The “6 Traits of Writing” are:  ideas, organization, word choice, voice, sentence fluency, and conventions.  The “+1” refers to presentation.  More information will be put on the Pleasant Hill website so parents can become familiar with the terminology.

· A question was raised as to what can be done to help improve the transition from the elementary school writing program to the junior high writing program.  Several people expressed they thought Pleasant Hill students were not prepared enough for the transition to junior high.  Matt spoke directly about this issue and agreed they would be working on the communication between the two schools so our children are better prepared.  

Teacher’s Report (Mrs. Harms, Mrs. Wada) 

· Ms. Wada and Mrs. Harms reviewed the basic concepts of the “6+1 Traits of Writing”.
Book Fair (Kim Radochonski)

· Book Fair going on this week until Thursday, October 23rd.  Evening hours Wednesday until 8pm and Thursday until 7pm.  Come on in!
Environmental Ed (Margo Ban, Kristen Berryhill)

· America Recycle Day coming up..…Margo Ban is excited!  We will be having a fun contest to celebrate this wonderful day!

· Next Waste Free Lunch is Tuesday, November 18th.
Health & Safety (Lisa Sammons)

· 5th Grade Girls Event will take place Thursday, November 6th from 6:30pm-8:30pm.  This evening is for 5th grade girls and their mothers/guardians.  Please RSVP to Michelle Gattuso or Lisa Sammons.  This event is free.

· We attended the first meeting regarding the Health & Fitness Fair.  If you have any ideas for booths, please contact Michelle Gattuso or Lisa Sammons ASAP.
Mana (Kristi Svec)
· Mana orders will be back for the holidays.  We will be accepting orders November 6th and December 4th.  More information will follow in the upcoming newsletter.

Volunteer Coordinator (Dawn Wurtz)   
· Initial volunteer lists have been distributed to the appropriate chair people.  

· We will hold a volunteer raffle every two months to recognize our dedicated volunteers.  Please let us know if you have any ideas on how to increase our volunteer participation.
Welcome Committee (Mary Hansen, Karen Schultz)

· Idea was brought up to have both Dad & Donuts days on Thursday and Friday of the same week.   The committee feels this would be easier to implement.  Further discussion will take place with next year’s committee.   
Margo’s Music Trivia Answer:  Flock of Seagulls from 1984

Meeting Adjoined at 8:32pm.  

Next Meeting is Tuesday, November 18st at 7:00pm.
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