Pleasant Hill PTA Meeting Minutes  
November 18th, 2008, 7:00PM



Treasurer Report (Kim Radochonski)

·  Total Balance On Hand: $18,420
President’s Report (Margo Ban)

Margo presented notes from the President’s Meeting:

· Transportation Report:  All bus times will remain the same for next year.  There will be no school schedule changes for next year.  Review of bus fleet is in progress.  Current bus fleet is very old.  They would like to retire about 61 buses, but probably will only have budget to replace around 30 buses.
· Facility Study:  Study is complete.  Need lots of money to make all changes recommended to bring facilities up to code.  $2M has been budgeted for projects this summer.  Currently working on prioritizing projects.

· Lice:  Several breakouts of lice were reported at a few schools, but it is not a large population.  Schools are taking the necessary precautions to prevent spreading.
· Northwest Suburban Council (NWSC) Fund:  This was a fund that schools contributed to which gave loans to teachers who were taking additional educational classes.  This fund is no longer needed since teachers are now reimbursed for their expenses.  There is $11k in this fund which could be divided between 20 schools or they could come up with a creative event for all schools to benefit.  Margo Ban asked for any ideas about guest speakers, assemblies, etc. that might be a good use of these funds and she will take our ideas back to the next Board meeting.

· Scholarships:  Some scholarships are available for high school seniors that are going into education.  Go online on the state PTA website or contact Margo Ban for more information.    
· Nominating Committee:  Need several more volunteers for nominating committee.  Need 2 people to attend training for Nominating Committee on Monday, December 8th.  Open Board positions for next year include:  Ways & Means, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, and Co-President. Please come volunteer for the PTA Board and join the fun!
· Future PTA Fundraiser:  Discussion took place regarding ideas for next year’s annual PTA fundraiser.  We need about $18-20k to run all the PTA events for the year.  Some ideas discussed were:  cookie dough sales, game night, discount cards, another auction like Get Smart.  We need to sign up for next year’s fundraiser by February.  We will make a decision on the fundraiser at our next meeting so let me know your suggestions.

Principal’s Report (Mr. Palcer)

· Thank you to all those who helped with the Book Fair!
· Thank you to all those who helped Girls Night Out!
· Thank you to all those who helped out with Veteran’ Day!

· Thank you to all those who helped Reflections Program!
· Thank you to all those who helped with Teacher’s Lunch!
· Thank you to whoever suggested not to participate in the District 37 Dinner!
· Roof Repairs:  Roof is waterproof in the primary wing.  Workers are finishing cosmetic work this week.  The air quality test was conducted last Friday by an independent company.  Results are expected within the next couple of weeks.
· Get Smart @PH:  Great news…the Board has accepted the funds that were raised at the Get Smart @ PH event.  We are reviewing several companies and should be making placing the order very soon.  
· Bob Sanders, Gym Teacher:  This is Bob Sanders last week.  Bob has been teaching gym for Ms. Walker (who was on short term disability) since August.   Please thank him for all his help!
· Writing Follow Up:  Last meeting a question was raised about how to help improve the transition from the elementary school writing program to the junior high writing program.  Since that meeting, Mr. Palcer spoke with the writing teachers at Plum Grove to discuss how prepared Pleasant Hill students were for their curriculum.  The teachers all agreed that the students were prepared for the writing, but they students struggled with the adjustment of a new school.  The difficulties had nothing to do with their writing skills.  The children have a lot of difficulty with the switching of teachers; they do not have one teacher for all subjects.  If there is anything to improve upon in the future, Mr. Palcer will be notified.  
· MAP Testing:  MAP Testing will start the first week of December.  An additional testing area will be set up this time so the testing will only take one week instead of three weeks.  Spring MAP testing will take place in April 2009.  
· Leak:  Yes there was a minor leak in the gym today.  We have never had a problem here before.  Mr. Palcer is reviewing issue.
Teacher’s Report (Mrs. Wada) 

· Thanks for the wonderful Teacher’s Lunch today!  It was all delicious!

· Cougar Character:  This program was developed several years ago to improve student-to-student relationships and improve their life experiences.  Each month focuses on a different theme (ex. responsibility, citizenship).  Also, a bulletin board is prepared by a different grade each month.  
The Cougar Character Program has become a common language for the teachers, students, and parents.  This program has been a very helpful tool for the children to think about how to be a good person.

Idea was brought up about giving out “Cougar Cash” as rewards.  Mrs. Seifert will take this idea back to the club.  Question was asked how often the students participate in Cougar Character…they have Cougar Character once a week.

Book Fair (Kim Radochonski)

· Book Fair sold $14,103, down $1k from last year.  We earned $5k for the Pleasant Hill library.  Sue Curry is retiring this year from the book fair…thanks for all your hard work!  Welcome Kristi Pankratz and Chris Farrahar to the Book Fair Team!
Health & Safety (Lisa Sammons / Michelle Gattuso)

· Health & Fitness Fair is Thursday, February 5th from 6pm-8pm.  We will have about 15-18 booths located throughout the school.  A sign-up sheet was passed around for volunteers.  Please let Lisa Sammons or Michelle Gattuso know if you can help.

· Coat Drive:  Still collecting gently worn coats for the coat closet.  Specific need for boy’s coats.  Please make sure you clean the coats before dropping them into the bins in the front office.  Thanks!
· 5th Grade Girls Event was very successful.  Good turnout this year.  
Holiday Shop
· Come have your kids shop for holiday gifts on Wednesday, December 3rd.   We need more volunteers right after school so let us know if you can help!  
MANNA (Kristi Svec)
· MANNA orders (Gift Cards) are due Thursday, December 4th.  This will be the last one of the year.  Forms are on the PTA website if you need one.  Come and get your holiday shopping done early while helping out your school!  
Read To Succeed (Katie Hermetet)  
· This is Katie’s last year chairing this event.  Need someone to shadow her this year in order to train for next year.  Let Katie know if you would like any information.

School Pictures (Betty Buccieri)   
·  Need a few people to help review new photographers.  Contact Betty Buccieri or Margo Ban if you are interested.

Volunteer Coordinator (Dawn Wurtz)   
· Volunteer Raffle:  Penny Schmidt was chosen for the volunteer raffle.  She won a small prize!  Thanks for volunteering! 

Get Smart @PH
· We raised over $20k for the Smartboards.  A $2k donation will be made to the Thurgood Marshall Middle School in Chicago.  Jen Chamberlin will be taking the check to the school this week.  Thanks to all who helped support this event!  We still have one more SmartBoard we would like to purchase so please come out and support the dining fundraising nights.  Next one is at Wendy’s on Wednesday, December 3rd.
Cougar Carnival (Donna Hirsch, Jennifer Chamberlin, Colleen Novak)
· Looking into using Fremd High School students to help work games for second shift.  Donna will call the SOS club (contact Mr. Bruce) and National Honor Society.
Room Parent Coordinator (Sonya Castella)
· Room Parent handbook in PTA room very outdated.  Please send any new party ideas to Sonya and she will update the handbook.     
Margo’s Music Trivia Answer:  U2 -  With or Without You from 1987





And the winner was Donna Hirsch!

Meeting Adjoined at 8:31pm.  

Next Meeting is Tuesday, January 13th at 9:05am.
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